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PTO/SB/97 <(M-0«) 
Approved lor u$e through 0S/31'2OQ3> OMB 0S5VO031 
, * . „ rt . „ . • u - s - PfllOrtt nnd Tradamork Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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571*273-8300 Q*S. Patent No. 6,408,979 

Serial No, 09/525,365 

Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 



I hereby certify th£t this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United 
States Patent ,and Trademark Office 



on , AMY{Aonlti * 

Date 

"77 f R\n 




y * Signature 



VIcM J. Shepherd 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 

515^288-9589 



Registration Number, if applicable Telephone Number 



Note: Each paper must hav$ its own certificate of transmission, or this certificate 
must identity each submitted paper. 
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all Toi 1 U.S. Vatpnt No, 6,408,979 issued Juno 25, 2002 (Serial No. 09/525,365, 
fiU>d Marcli 15, 2000), 
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p*:ejr) fiin Airman. Cand(t.nbd|ly k SW c.vr,d ttf 35 U SC. 122 and 3V CPR 1.11 tmd 1.14. T*. Election .a !*rrnmtf tol iiAlo^ 
MMW gafharrcg, pr^annp, raid 6ubm.tt.ici tfta cftrtffetod application toim I* Iho USPTO. Tim* win vary depftndlnfl up™ tho individual a,^y c^R 
(no K.iotiMt ollima you ffc|u,»1a com£«ja Uifc rum and/or suctions Tor reducing this btirdr-n, should be sent Ip the Chitrf Informwlion Officer, L 1.3. Patent and 
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Wo also take tfiis opportunity to remind you to promptly let us know if your status 
chaages from M s.maU M to "large" entity so that we may prepare the necessary forms for filing in 
the ! J.S. Piuent and Tradenwk Office, as required. If you have licensed this Patent 10 a 
compaAy having more than 500 employees - including all affiliates, we must have this 
information before payment of your current maintenance tee. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 



13 YES, please pay me current maintenance fee. My check for $990 enclosed, 

□ YES, please pay this maintaiancc fee. However, small entity status no longer applies 
My check for $ 1 .480 is enclosed. 



CI NO, please DO NOT pay this maintenance fee. I \mdcrstand that by not paying the 
current; fee, the patent 'will lapse and all rights will be lost 



Date; 
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RECEIVED 

JUN 0 8 2009 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



RE: tlmlfcd States Pnteni No. 
Onr File: 



On we wrote to you regarding a maintenance fee that is required to be paid to the Patent 
Offices with respect to Ihc above patent. 

To date we have not received your instructions and check to pay same. 

Unless we liftvc your check in our office on ar before in the amount of S, we will 
Vvitlukaw from further represenfeiiion in this matter. 

Please be advised that failure to pay this maintenance fee 10 the Patent Office will result 
m abandonment of your patent 

Sincerely, 
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2009 HAY 22 PH S:59 LAW OFFICES 

STURM & FIX LLP 



Sr£l213 
206 SIXTH AVENUE 
DES MOINES IA 60309-4076 

TElg,f AX ( 515) 2aM $60 

telephone (515) 28&isaa 



rcM RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

MAY 0 7 2003 

RECEIVED 

exhibit c jun 0 8 2009 

January 25, aflfHCE OF PETITIONS 

Invoice: 25699 



MAHl-fcr TENNEX NORTH AMERICA 
50$ E MADISON 
WWTCRSETIA 30*73 



In Reference To: UfflFED STATUES Patent Application S.N. 0&/52SJ6S flted March 15, 2000 "Noise 

Ab£*mi*ne Fitter - Urry P. Fotbts - asslgnod to Parr Manufacturing * now US. Patent 
No, 6,408,979 feSMtf Jw/iO 55, 2002 



Amou nt 

tttt/?DO0 Review of docket and all written correspondence regarding deadline for current maintenance 350 on 
fee due; preparation and filing of all required documents and fees with the Patent Office- 
receipt, revfow, docketing and written correspondence regarding acknowledgement from 
Patent Ofhco For payment of fee; review and docketing of next required maintenance fee 

AH wlfow up communications regarding necessity of fraying maintenance fee before due date 1 so on 

of December 5, 2005. ,w,uu 

£ or professional services rendered $500 00 

1/91/%C>06 Patent Office fee - payment of first maintenance fee 450 00 

Patent Office surcharge for late filing of first maintenance fee 65 Oo 

Total co&ts 



$515,00 



Total amount of this bill 
Balance clue 




WHEN IVSAKiNfj PAYMENT, PLEASE REFER TO CLIENT/ACCOUNT REFERENCE NUMBER S127-013 

— - -^^^^ ^^ AW ^ C(A | fcT0L)k mja^n.^ m - 
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MAMLC- TKNNEX UQRTH AMf:R{CA 
ecs B MADISON 



LAW OFFICES 

STURM & FIX LLP 

STE 1213 
200 SIXTH AVENUE 
D£S MOINES IA 50300— Wfc 

TD.gFAX <S15) 2B&48G0 



EXHIBIT D 



Apni 28, 2006 
Invoice. 26502 



In kc-tercrtce To: UNITED STATUS PMent Application QMS25,365 filed March 1$, 2000 "Noise 

AbatoiflMi HHv/' - tarry D. Forces - assigned to Parr Manufacturing - now U.S. Paten/ 
Afo, 6.400.979 tested June 26 t 2002 



AMdlforya LC H a r g j 



^/?i?^;oo(> P<>vnl Ofto f«e*s [(iifUrfonce in s;nsiil entity as billed 1425/06 to largo errtj(y) 
3-1 i5t> 00 Gddiiic-nal for mi-i'nienar.ee fee 
$f>5 0G tirfflrliQftdl to.' loto pnymcnt surcharge 

Tr.r«] costs 

a/WOOS Payment - thank you - invoke 25809 (1/25/2006). Check No, 63527 
? Wjc; Payment - thank you Cnee* No, 

Toiflt puyi'oenU and aojtjs'jtfertts 



Amount 
515 00 

£515 00 

51,015.00 

($1,015 00) 
iSt.OtSOO) 

(32,030 00} 
($500.00 > 



tf:L : nn t^ALANcn -donoi *ay 



W\n* MAKING PAYMENT. PLEASE: REFER TO CLIENT/ACCOUNT REFERENCE NUMBER 5127-013 



WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS 
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MAY 0 7 m 



IN THE t JNITBD STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

la re Application of: LARRY 1>, FORBES 

Serial No,: 09/525^65 

Filed- March J S T 2000 

Entitled: NOISE ABAW-MENT FILTER 

PATENT No.; 6,408,979 
Issued; June 25, 2002 

ASSrftNKfe M AHLE PARR FILTER SYSTEMS INC, 



RECEIVED 

JUN 0 8 2009 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



DECLARATION 

I, MICHEL K1IOURI, declare: 

1 . My name is Michel Khouri, and 1 reside in the city of Birmingham, State of Michigan. 

2. 1 am Director of Product Development of Mahle, Industires Inc., AMAHLE@, owner of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,408,979. 



X MAHLE has for several years exclusively manufactured and sold a noise abatement filter 
for fuel tanks covered by U.S. Patent No. 6,408,979 to General Motors Corporation 
(herein sifter AGM3) which is or has been original equipment in GM automobile models 
CM C Acadia, JBuict Enclave, Saturn Outlook, and Chevy Traverse. The part is, and has 
been supplied to GM through line tier-1 fuel systems and tank supplier, INERGY 
Automotive Systems (hereinafter "INERGY 4 *.) 

4. On or about April 23, 2009, 1 was contacted by Mr. Bob Walters, Sales Account Manager 

of MAHLE, that he had received an e-mail correspondence from Thomas Wright, Senior 
Buyer of INERGY informing him that GM had noticed that the U.S. Patent No. 6,408,979 
was expired because the first maintenance fee had not been paid. 

5. Mr. Wright of l'NKRGY also told Mr. Walters from MAHLE in the e-mail correspondence 

of Paragraph 4 above, that because of GM's belief that the U.S. Patent No. 6,408,979 had 
expired, GM intended to source the noise abatement filter product to a supplier other than 
MAI IIvE. He further indicated that GM liad identified a supplier that was able to produce 
llife part at 28% less ihim MAlTLE's current price and that GM had instructed INERGY 
to proceed with the transfer of the production tooling to the new supplier. 

1 
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6. 1 was not aware that the maintenance fee for US. Patent No. 6,408,979 had not been paid 
umij Mr. Wallers of MAHLB forwarded to me, Mr. Wright's e-mail of INERGY's e-mail 
correspondence referred to Paragraphs 4 and 5 above. 

7. Immediately after my receipt of the e-mail correspondence identified in Paragraph 6, 1 

discussed this mat Lor with Mr. John Feather, Director of Operations of MAHLB, Mr. Bob 
Walter*, Sales Account Manager of MAHLE, and Mr. Tim Catchpolc, Program Manager 
ofMAHLK. 

8. On April 29, 200.9 1 called M'ichaci Sturm, a Registered Patent Attorney with Sturm and 

Fix LLP of Pes Moines Iowa to discuss this matter and it was confirmed by Mr. Sturm 
arid his legal AsslM/mt, Vidci Shepherd, that the first maintenance fee for U.S. Patent No. 
6,408,979 had not been paid. 

9. On April 29 and 30, 2009 1 looked for documents in MAHLE=s files and found Exhibit A, 

a teller sent to Stutm & Fix LLP (then Henderson & Sturm LLP) wherein MAHLE had 
given instructions deried December 12, 200S to pay the maintenance fee. 

1 0. On April 30, 2009 1 sent an e-mail to Michael Sturm with this message: 

2\Tn reference to the said palent, our records indicate that 
we have made payment to cover maintenance fees and 
associated late charges. Payment was made on 4/21/06 
by check #95352, with a check encashment date of 5/3/06. 
(See attached file: Sturm 21900485722.tif) 

Yet, it seems that the patent has expired. How do we know 
for sure that it lias or has not? Did the patent office not process 
the maintenance fee?Q 

11 . On May 1 , 2009 Michael Sturm of Sturm & Fix LLP called me to confirm that the 
maintenance fee had inadvertently not been paid despite MAHLE-s instructions to pay it, 
Mr. Sturm promising to prepare and file a Petition to Revive. 

12. On May 6, 2009 Exhibit L a letter from Thomas R. Wright of INERGY AUTOMOTIVE 
S YSTJiMS to Bob Walters of MAHLE, was brought to my attention, this letter of Exhibit 

2 
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} explaining the importance ofU.S. Patent No. 6,408,979 to' MAHLE and why MAHLE 
urgently needs to &ct this patent revived. 



I further declare thai all of the statement* made hereto of my own knowledge are true, and 
ihut fill statements made herein on information mid belief are believed to he true, and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements or the like so mare 
tire punishable- by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United 

S tilths Code 




Dated: 



Michel Khouri 



3 
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RECEIVED 



JUN 0 8 2009 



OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



EXHIBIT I 



?/ JO & 4S,«itew Guita V» . T}^ Ml 440UJ 
l.tfirt) N3*S7od 




MAULS 

ATTN: Mr, (tab Wflflrt 



I m \vni\n& l» Wfcponw jo yqur I«(ier dale** Jv% 5, ffiflnrdi j ^ rtiti t Bafffo rc-murcc This cniTcspaiidenea 
k to atuv« a* a tuiftYiary ofevmils so fiirwti 1NKROY'* exptcliUioiw moving forward. 

On AprH 2), 30(0, m^tOY wtifed MAHU3 of GM'a Siilchl Iq rc-sonrce «lir Umbda Bnfflo / PN 0521 IflAB (pleaw 
Wte Ifcat iWFtftfl Y aorrtidoslhto dnlcto bcWAIILE^ oHfrclHl nullficattnn of bufilneu tftrtsftr). At this time* INERGY 
ftltm nffrad MAMUS a Kit of rcnmt on thi* busiuew or mquwled tfacy pitieecd wldi proving rtic ccsis itisociated 
m vJght week (woUc. Hiis rcqiie^Tc^ <lue tfoic fur MAHLE'« ropons* w*a May 1, 2009, 

Ort April MAHMI r«spcwd?d by taqLiestfog OEM production foreeaai qtmnriiios and tfw ewcl volumes 

ft&Wtiatflff wh^s wi ©Tgtol w*©k bank build. Prodaci ton rereads from both Adrian twd Aod*?rt<m, which contained the 
rupttiM fptbfjiiditkui, wwa pftwted K> MAHUS die same drtf, MAHLR n E ain napomled (bat INERGY nettled lo 
Dtnitfnn ft* tfghl w«ek batft wantitfea aitttzirfditioruilly provfde lo Dram eflc]> plain 'a on tend Baffle quanjittot. 

Cm Mfty 4, 2000, C^tch INfcftOY pfatt proVtocd th« itcpicHtttf clglu week tank qnartf life*, w w«JI as the current on band 

Ui> to !5*ffl(i. At llii* timet, INKRO Y a^fa teqwaM 4 regpaiisa from M AHLB Oh price matching Rnd / or (Mr 
mquiiNSrd l&flk conk. A r*sqitw?l ttr be&hz preprnvtlons far a review Df MAHLEt's loots wuc muto. 

Ufl May S, MAHLft oflitlafty roponded Hist fliey Ldva pnianl f/ 6,408,979 on «m Umfadn BttfTle mid ll*t t$ 

TfNtoy, |fil U» ny Oonftmud tlwt l^Jont 0 6,40^,979 oxplped on J^ne 25, 200fi due lo ftttur* 10 p*y ntoinlcuftiwo ftn «nd 
»ic4>c^ tfsia pm«Ai cwttfll b<? uu«rf to fiiitto delny Ih© lran&f*r of lh« Baifn* business. Please see the following link for 

T{itrttfo?tt» INEKOY isa^Rin i^uetitiftp n jfespa^o from MAHLE a« prSc« matchrng and/ or iTiefr reqaiied bank cosir 
ktUiaiiCM^iiOlte^iyiAy IaWA* A incatJitfi wilt bft tdicdutcd wUh INEROY, MAHU5 itud GM on Prlday» May 
ft, 2Q0O Jo dtoUhS rwxl s«tp*. 

Thtrnhs for yoitt^pmnipi mutom. 
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*mmmun*\%mmmxtnnmmtttmtttmmvKmxxmmmmnmn^^ 

* TRANSACTION REPORT P,Q1 j 

* — ■ MAY-07-2009 THU 11:01 AM * 

X DMK START RECEIV ER TX TIME PAGES TYPE NOTE M DP * 

J __MAY-0J 105 52JM 15712738300 sTi" 38 SEND MEM. FULL ~| 

! TOTAL : QM 33S PAGES : 38 * 



mtmmmmmmmnttnnmttummtnmn^ 

MAY 0 7 ^3 



PTG/SB/97 (C4-<?9) 
Approved for usa Shrcsi/Qh CSm/2009 OM0 06S1-QQ31 
U.S. Pmpau pndTrarfBirarK omee; U.S. DEPARTMENT qf commerce 

Mil lliftj'jaj^w.*'.^ K^jK^tfl^Ay^eJ 1 Mf J/yQ^l^.Wfvt:t/^fl 10 ffi' JjBSii 1*2 3 cp! 1 *' ^^ ^ Inform^tigrt UpUl:LS i| contains a valid 0M9 confrd nurnbrt 

';V/V'^y^■ , 8^di) , ~~ U.S. Patent No* 6*408,979 

Serial No- 09/525,363 



Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1,8 



rhe*rfttiy cc-ftify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United 
Ufa to* Patent and Tradorrark Office 



OWOT/2009 

on 



if f SinnAtiirn 



'/f/ ' Signature 

Virki J. Ejrephttrri 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 
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FAX NO. 515 288 5311 



P. 02 



2009 MAY IU PH 3: W+UJ®$* 



w 9 PTO/3B/6S (03-03) 

i if w- iv Approved Tor use UVOUflh0a^1/20irOM8 065 1-001 8 
U S. Puront ond TradomarK Orttcer, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I hiilw the panirMtffc Roduc tian Ad cf no pi:<spna pro required In respond to a collection of Inf ormation unlaws it displays q valid OMB control nwmbar. 



"petition to accept unavoidably delayed payment of 

MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1>378(b» 



Docket Number (Optional) 
2-5127-013 



Mail to; Mart Stop Petition 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. E(ox1450 
Ate*andrloVA 22313-1450 
ha*: (571)273-6300 

N0H£: If Information or assistance is needed In completing this form, please contact Petitions Information at 
(5/1) 272-3*.262. 



PatnntNumter; £d9^'- 9 ZL 



Application Number 09/52S ' 365 
Filing Date: 03/15/2000 



CAUTION: Maintenance foe (and surcharge, if eny) payment must conectly identify: (1) the patent 

number (or reissue patent number, if a reissue) and (2) the application number of the actual 
IKS application (or reissue application) leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee{s) 
la/aio associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR 1.366(c) and (d). 

Atso com p to to the following Information, if applicable; 

f ha abov© Mnnhfi*d patent: 

Q Is o rerssue of origins! Patent No, — _ 

otiginai application number _J 

original filing dyte 



original issue date , 



Q'J resulted from the entry into the U.S. under 35 U.S.C. 371 of International application 
filed on - 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION (37 CFR 1.B(a)) 

I hwbby citify that th& paper (along with any paper referred to as being attached or enclosed) is 
(1) biring dr-positcd with the United StateG Postat Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as first ctess 
rmiil" in an envelope addressed lo Mail Stop Petition. Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450 OH 

(?) t/fina/nirt.od by facsimile on the date shown below to the United States Patent and Trademark Office at (571) 273- 
0S/0 772000 



Dote 




Vicki J. Shepherd 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



is/ei/fflarMiER" 

II FC 



Tffi&BBHSTTJfli&Sfl M8S979 



[Page 1 of A) 

Thr loflod-Art erf Info watfcn » rftqwrrod by 37 cr R 1 The infomiol.on b requliod lo etttain or raisin a benefit by *e public which i i» to file (and By Aa USPTO 
in nr*p£ in apSSSS^onf-terihMiiy is gowned by 3i U.S.C. HI und 37 CFR l.H ond V14. Thb collection Is estimated to take 8 hour* to compWe fndudmg 
Q^M*tp$&Q. ami «m«Hig apphcaiinrt f«m to iho USPTO Time will very dopuidhQ upon *a indivWual case. *pmunmt*m (ho ameum 

Sm £d £u ^rMSi Cftm^bW ltd * Mil and/or * n«l«ft«t*» tor nuftidhg m» *wtai. should be Mm lo the C We' Information Omm U 8 Trademark 
OjE? US ^* law f.I W C^merco! P.O Dm 1460. Alexandria, VA 2931*1451 DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THI3 ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: VU& Gt^*ttiKifl» Gi«T**l«lon»r fhr Pnlontft, P.O. Bo* UCfl, Alexandria. VA 23311-14«0. 

//you *Mr»/*to/]ce in completing The form, coit f-S0O PTO-9199 and select option % 
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FAX NO. 515 288 5311 



P. 01 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

MAY 0 7 2009 

PTO/SEW87 (Q4-Q9) 
Approved far uso through QS/31/20G0 OMB ossi-ao 31 
U 3 Pmi\\ BPd Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT Of COMMERCE 
I ^ Pancwo .fr K«nmnn Act of ions. no pe/£ons mu mijamd m respond to rt coition eJm forroatiort untaM H contains a valid OMB control numbar 

^r-mSir D.S. Patent No. 6,408,979 

5/j serial No, 09/57.5,365 

Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United 
folates Patent and Trademark Office 



on 



OS/07/2009 



Date 



U " Signature 



Viclvi J. Sfiophord 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 

515-288-9569 



Registration Number, if applicable 



Telephone Number 



(Mole: Each paper must have its own certificate of transmission, or this certificate 

1. i^Tt^ PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE m IN AN EXPIRE^ 
1WKNT (GJKR i. 379(b)) * PVO/Sft/65, consisting of five pages; 

2. PKfJTlON *0 CTPKM'TK consisting of one sheet; 

3. l>E(Tf A RATION OJ? VICKt J. SHKVIIRKD with Exhibit* A-T, consisting of 26 pages; 
4 KSll^nON OF CAROLYN .7. CAMPBEIpT* WITH Exhibit* A-F» consistlnft of 11 pages; 
5, DUCIAKATiON 0V HIGHIili RK01IRT Willi KXHTBIT I, consisting of four sheets 
All for II, S.. latent No. 6,408,979 indued Juno 25, 2002 (Serial No, 09/525,365, 
fi.Hut Marrh 15, 200O) > 



Tnfc c*«t^lon rJ «.rfftiiu;wtf<in la twi'iirrd by 9T CHR 1 6. The information Is required to cWaln or rotan o benefit by Ihe puWia which ia to He (mid by the U6PTO to 
nm^ 'l OH fipphcuOOil CUftftdontufity la uovH.'mid by 35U.8C. 1?2muJ37 OFR 111 pnd 1.14. This collortkm lo wdimuted to t&fce 1.8 minutes to eomplsto, 
G.'^iin aaihSsfyT w»»tKmna ftftd oubr/Mir.Q Ihn compiW6d application fut ( n \o flw USPTO. Time will vaof dependino upon the irtdMdual caaa Any comment on 
aa'ciwi nf tin* you woulro to cwilplala lh* term and/Or OuQOesOoos for reducing thi& burden, should da lo iha Chief InformaUon Olf.cer. US. Patent and 
iMOT^rt i OlKr LIS cSSJlSeia of ConiHUWM, P.O. Box 1-1S0. Aknundite. VA 22313-1450 DO NOT SEND PCCB Oft COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
APr W AS. 9ENO TO: CoAimlsslonor tor Patent*, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-14S0. 

tf you rteed &cs tstanc* it completing the form, call 1*B0Q-PTQ~9 1 99 and select option 2. 
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f»vi> 288 5311 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

MAY 0 7 2009 

PTQ/SB/G5(03D9) 
Approved for use through 03/31*012. OMB 0051-0016 
U.S Paltnl and TradomarK Office; 0 S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Unritfr Uif Paptnvwk Rtliuution Aul cf 1 &05. no peffcon* loquirod to WPpon* Id a collsction of information unless it displays a wdirt OMB conimi number 



1. SMALL fcWWY 

[ "J Paifcnte* claims, or has previously ctoimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 .27 
% LpSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMAUENirrY STATUS 

['""I Patentee no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g) 
3 MAINTENANCE? FES (37 CFR 1 20(e)-(0» 

1 ha Kj>proprinte maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition, unless ft was paid earlier. 



..Amount^ 



NOT Small Entity 

Fee (Code) 



$ MOJCjO 3%yrfee 

[" ] $ 7 % yr fee 



Amount 



Small Entity 

Fee 



(Code) 




m 3 VS yr fee 
_7!4yrfee 
11 Vtyrfee 



(2551) 
(2552) 
(2553 ), 



MAINTENANCE FEE BEING SUBMITTED $ . 



4. SURCHARGE? 



130.00 



(Fee Code 1557) must be paid as a 



The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(1)0) of $ 

condition of Accepting unavoidably delayed payment of the maintenance fee. 

SURCHARGE FEE BEING SUBMITTED $ 130.00 



5. MANNER OF PAYMENT 



l: 

E 



Enclosed is a check for the sum of $ 

Please duir (je Deposit Account No. .P 8 : ie5 ° the sum of $ 1.110-00 ,, . 

Payment by credit card. Form PTO-203S is attached. 



6. AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE ANY FEE DEFICIENCY 

f "71 The Director is hereby authorized to charge any maintenance fee, surcharge or petition fee deficiency to 
* ^ Deposit Account No. PJL1650 . 



[Pogo2of4] 
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r _ RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

MAf 0 7 2009 PT07SB/65 (03-09) 

Approved tar vsfc thfcsuflh 03/51/2012. OM9 0551-0013 
U-5. Patent and Trademark CJfas; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
jiri^f th>> P wiwp* ftflJurfnn Afttrf tM B. napf rcona ere t o fflnpond to a cotton of ,n location unless ftdisplnys a valid OMB control number, , 

7. OVtWAYMCNT 

As. to any ov<ifpayn>enl rnade t ptease 

£3 Credit lo Deposit Account No. „ 

OR 

[/] Send refund check 

WARNING: 

pHiiioner/applicant 5s cftufioned to avcM submitting personal Information in documents filed in a patent application that may 
contriUita to hfentity theft, Personal Information such as social (security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card 
number (otlior trnh a check cr credit trani authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by 
In* USPTO to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal Information is included in documents submitted to the 
iWtO petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such persona! Information from the documents before submitting them 
to the USPTO Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of 
1h* application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) fe made In the application) or Issuance of 
a cieteiO. Fuithennoi'e. the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is 
referenced in a published application or an tocued patent (seo 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization fomns PTO- 
2033 submitted for payment purposes ojo not retained in the application Wo and therefore are not publicly available. 

-'$l IQWINO 

The c-ndosort statemcni will show that the delay tn timely payment of the maintenance fee was unavoidable 
since reasonable rare was taken to ensure that the maintenance fee would be paid timely and that this 
petition ft being filed promptly farter the patentee wa3 notified of, or otherwise became aware of> the 
expiration of the patent. The statement must enumerate the steps token to ensure timely payment of the 
maintenance fe*?, the bntn'and the manner In which the patentee became aware of the expiration of the 
patent, and the steps taken to filo the petition promptly. 

9 WTlTIONGR(G) KEQUCSTS THAT THE; DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE 
PATENT Rt:INSTAT£0. 



- w ljign*3njro{s) of PetKioner(s) 



05/07/2009 



gn*3tiiro{s) of PetKioner(s) Date 

Mit^ael O. Sturm 26078 

' — 1 ^^piintcd nTuri^sT Registration Number, if applicable 

20tf Cth Ave - SuUs 1213 515-288-9589 



Address ' Telephone Number 



Pes, Moin®s> IA 503 09-4076 
~ * — - — " Addresa 



ENCIOSUR&S. 

[ /] Maintenance Fee Payment 
[/] Statement why maintenance toe was not paid timely 
|^] Surcharge undor 37 CFR 1 .20(i)(1) (fee for filing the maintenance fee petition) 
[/] Other: " " 



Petition lo Expedite; Declarations with Exhibits 



(Page 3 of A) 
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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



P. 05 



MAY 0 7 2009 PTO/S0/G9 (03-03) 

Approved tar use through 0V31/20U. OMB 0651-0016 
U.S puWA and Trademark Office, U.S OE PAYMENT OF COMMERCE 
L'nd<r tfw P;»fMA*Q* Rrduehon Act OT19SS. no pcn*ona are Ttawa* w respond to a collodion of information unlaw N drsploy* a valid OMB condol number. 



37 CFR 1.378(d) states: "Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent 
regirtoM-ed to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or 
oihar party In Interest 0 



05/07/2009 



signaturo 



Date 



Michael O. Sturm 



26078 



Type or printed ncume 



Registration Number, if applicable 



STATEMEN T 

(In Ihe space below, pleaso provide the showing of unavoidable delay recited in paragraph 8 above.) 



Seo attached shoot for Statement. 



HPIensc otitic! i additional sheets if additional space is needed) 



[Page 4 of A) 
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P. 06 



STATEMENT (Page 4) 



The attached Declarations of VICKI J. SHEPHERD, CAROLYN J. CAMPBELL, and 
MICHEL KHOURU alonft with the accompanying EXHIBITS for each Declaration, 
shuwthat care was taken to ensure the timely payment of the first maintenance fee for 
U,S. Patent No. 6,408,079 and that non payment of the maintenance fee was unavoidable. 
Mahlc did indeed make payment fur the first maintenance fee, along with the government 
surcharge for filing within the grace period. Sturm 8l Fix LLP did have the matter on 
ihisiv docket, but through a series of mistakes did not timely pay the maintenance fee on 
be half oi'Mahlc. The patent became marked as ABANDONED in the Sturm & Fix LLP 
docketing system because of a series of unusual circumstances, especially rendering an 
Invoice before payment by Mahlc, and Mahle's payment of that Invoice which zeroed out 
the accounts receivable report. Normally a credit would be showing in Stunn & Fix 
[.LP's books and alert Sturm & Fix LLP that the maintenance fee payment had been 
made by the client. This credit showing would further alert the Sturm & Fix LLP staff 
that lhe required maintenance fee had not been paid to the Patent Office. Under the just 
mentioned scenario Slunn & Fix LLP's normal procedure would be to pay the 
maintenance lee, remove the client's payment from the trust account and issue an Invoice 
to lhe client showing payment of lhe maintenance fee to the Patent Office. But, as 
explained in the attached Declarations,, in this case the normal scenario did not happen, so 
Sturm <fc Fix LLP was not alerted in the normal ways that the maintenance fee had been 
authorized, but not paid to the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 
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CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

MAY 0 7 2009 

Ally. I )ockct 2-5 1 27-01 3 Customer No. 00803 

IN THE UN Mil) STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Patentees: Larry 1). FORBES, ct al. Assignee: MAIILE-Parr Filter Systems, Inc. 

Patmt No. 6,408,979 Serial No. 09/525,365 

Tss»ted: June 25, 2002 Filed: March 1 5, 2000 

l or: NOISE ABATEMENT FILTER 

PETITION TO EXPEDITE 

Myil Slop PETITIONS 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria. VA 2231 3-1 450 

J>c:u Sir: 

It is respectfully requested that the attached PETITION TO ACCEPT UNAVOIDABLY 
DELAYED PAYMENT OV MAINTENANCE KEE IN AN EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 
1.378(b)) bo processed on an expedited basis. 

The ftie of $400 for this Petition to Expedite is authorized to be charged to our Deposit 
Account No. 08- 1 f»50 maintained in the name or Stunn A Fix LLP. Any additional filing fees 
regarding this submission are also authorized to be charged to this account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MAHLE-PARR FILTER SYSTEMS, INC. 



05/07/i009 

Unto Michael O. Sturm 

Reg. No. 26,078 



STURM &1' IX LLP 

:>()(> Sixth Avenue - Suite 1213 

IX* Moines, 1A 50309-4076 

Phono:SlS-288-9S89 

Po?c:515-28S-4860 

csjHaiJ: ja^TiT).(^Jl!UUl- c i!ni 

1 

PAGE 7137 * RCVD AT 5(7/2009 12:38:07 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-ff XRF-6/36 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:515 288 5311 ' DURATION (mm-ss):09-38 



JUN-25-10 FRI 02=32 PM STURH & FIX LLP aECEWW 515 288 4860 
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SHEET 1 



P. 01 



PTO/SB/D7 {07-09) 
Approved far ws« through 0^/31^2012 OMfl 0G5 1-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Ofilw; U.S. DOPANT MENT OF COMMERCE 
undftf the Pof^rwurk reduction Act of 1 3&5. no person? ar* required to rosoond ? coiiec Uon ol informnUcHi mMesa It contains a valid QMS control numbor. 



U.S. VATENT NO. 6,408,979 
Serial No, 09/525,365 



Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 



RECE 

jul o;; 

OFFICE OF f 



VED 

2010 
TITI0NS 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office 



June 25, 2010 

on 

Date 




Vicki J. Shepherd 

™~ Typed or printed nameof person signing Certificate 

515-2BS-9589 

Registration Number, if applicable Telephone Number 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of transmission, or this certificate 
must identify each submitted paper. 

1 . PETITION TO ACCEPT UNAVOIDABLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN 
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR L378l>)), with regard to the SECOND MAINTENANCE FEE; 

2. NOTICE OF NON-ACCEPTANCE OF PATENT MAINTENANCE FEE dated May 4, 2010; 

3. DECLARATION OF VICKt J. SI I LP I IBRD dated June 25, 2010; 

4. COPY OF FIRST PETITION to accept unavoidably DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FbE 
IN EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR L378b)), with regard to the FIRST MAINTENANCE FEE; and 

5. COPIES OF ALL DECORATIONS AND ATTACHMENTS PREVOUSLY FILED with regard to #4. 
Above, all for U.S. Patent No, 6,408,979, Serial No. 09/525,365. 

This collodion o( Information Is ruquirud by 37 CFR 1 a. Tnc Iniormallon is required to obtain or retain a ben eft by Ihc public which is to lite (and by the LrSPTO to 
proce&i) art application. Confidentiality is (jovdmwd by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and i n This collection is esQ/natod to lake 1.6 minutes to complete, 
including gftlhoilng. prep-anno, nnd submitting the carnpluted application form to Iho USPTO. Tims will vary depending upon the individual cpsq Any common!? on 
li^o amount of Umo you requite W complete uvb room and/or suggestion* for reducing ^? burdan, should bo seru to ihu Qh\ut information Otticar. U 5 Patent and 
Traatmaik Offiw, U.S. Oapaiimairt of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-H5C. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
auDKESS. SErJO TO; Coimnfcsionor For PaUmls, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

(f you need assistance in completing the foim, coH 1-8Q0-PTQ-9199 end $c/cc7 option 2. 

SHEET 1 
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